
Discover How to Achieve Durable Disease
Resistance In Cereals and Secure Optimal
Crop Yields
In today's changing climate and evolving agricultural practices, achieving durable
disease resistance in cereals has become a crucial objective for farmers and
scientists alike. With the increasing prevalence of crop diseases and the need to
sustainably feed our growing population, it is more important than ever to find
effective ways to protect cereal crops and ensure optimal yields.

The Impact of Diseases on Cereal Crops

Diseases pose a major threat to cereal crops worldwide, affecting their quality,
productivity, and economic value. Various fungal, bacterial, and viral pathogens
attack cereals, leading to devastating consequences such as yield losses and
reduced grain quality. These diseases can result in significant financial strain for
farmers and can even disrupt food availability and security.

Traditional Approaches to Disease Resistance

Historically, disease resistance in cereals has been achieved through the use of
conventional breeding methods, focusing on resistant varieties and crop rotation.
While these methods have proven effective against certain diseases, they have
their limitations. Resistance genes can become less effective over time as
pathogens evolve and adapt, leading to the emergence of new strains that can
overcome the plant's defenses. This phenomenon is known as "breakdown of
resistance."
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Additionally, traditional breeding methods for disease resistance are often time-
consuming and require significant resources. The process of identifying and
incorporating resistance genes into new crop varieties can take several years,
delaying the availability of improved cultivars for farmers.

The Need for Durable Disease Resistance

To overcome the shortcomings of traditional approaches, scientists and
researchers have been focusing on achieving durable disease resistance in
cereals. Durable resistance refers to the ability of a plant to withstand diverse
strains of a pathogen over an extended period, making it a more effective and
sustainable solution.

Understanding the genetic basis of disease resistance in cereals has been a
crucial step towards achieving durable resistance. By identifying and studying the
genes responsible for resistance, scientists have gained insights into the
mechanisms underlying pathogen recognition and plant defense responses. This
knowledge has opened doors to new breeding strategies and biotechnological
advancements.

Modern Approaches to Achieve Durable Resistance
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Modern approaches to achieving durable disease resistance incorporate
advanced technologies such as genetic engineering and gene editing. By
precisely manipulating the plant's genome, scientists can introduce or enhance
specific genes responsible for disease resistance.

One promising approach is the use of genetic markers to expedite the
identification of resistant genes. Genetic markers are DNA sequences linked to
specific traits, including disease resistance. By using markers, breeders can
select plants with desired genes more efficiently, reducing the time and resources
required to develop resistant cultivars.

Another groundbreaking strategy involves the modification of key plant defense
genes to improve their efficiency and broaden the spectrum of pathogen
recognition. These modifications enhance the plant's innate immune system,
equipping it to combat a wider range of pathogens effectively.

Fighting Diseases with Biotechnology

Biotechnology offers a plethora of tools and techniques to enhance disease
resistance in cereals. For instance, the use of RNA interference (RNAi) enables
scientists to silence genes within the pathogens themselves, effectively disabling
their ability to infect plants.

Furthermore, the application of biocontrol agents, such as beneficial microbes,
has shown promising results in improving disease resistance. These microbes
can colonize the plant's tissues and trigger immune responses, providing an
additional layer of protection from pathogens.

Growing Resistance through Breeding Strategies



Breeding strategies to achieve durable disease resistance involve combining
multiple resistance genes to enhance the plant's defense mechanisms. This
approach, known as "pyramiding" or "stacking" of resistance genes, creates a
more robust and long-lasting defense against pathogens.

Furthermore, breeders are incorporating genes from wild relatives of cereals,
which possess unique resistances to certain diseases. By crossbreeding with
these wild relatives, scientists can introduce new sources of resistance that are
often absent in cultivated varieties.

The Importance of Crop Rotation

While genetic interventions and biotechnological advancements play crucial roles
in achieving durable disease resistance, incorporating good agricultural practices
such as crop rotation remains essential. Crop rotation helps disrupt the life cycle
of pathogens and reduces their buildup in the soil, minimizing the risk of disease
outbreaks.

The Future of Durable Disease Resistance

As the demand for cereals continues to grow, achieving durable disease
resistance becomes vital to secure food production and minimize economic
losses. The combination of traditional breeding methods, advanced
biotechnological tools, and sustainable agricultural practices offers a promising
path towards a more resilient and productive future.

By leveraging scientific advancements and implementing comprehensive disease
management strategies, farmers can protect their crops and ensure sustainable
food production for generations to come.
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"This book is number 106 in the Burleigh Dodds Series in Agriculture Science and
continues this excellent series of informative reviews in plant and animal
agricultural production systems. This volume is a collection of chapters by experts
in cereal diseases and disease management from around the world and contains
some excellent detailed overviews on recent advances in our understanding of
key cereal pathogens and advances in their management. It will be a valuable
resource for wheat and barley focussed researchers, breeders and growers."
(Professor Matt Dickinson, University of Nottingham, UK - Plant Pathology)

It’s been estimated that up to 40% of crop yields are lost to pests and diseases
worldwide, a problem exacerbated by increasing fungicide resistance. Given the
continuous struggle between crops and the diseases which exploit them,
achieving durable disease resistance remains a key challenge in ensuring global
food security. A range of issues need to be addressed to meet this challenge for
major diseases affecting cereal crops such as Fusarium, barley yellow dwarf virus
(BYDV) and Septoria.

Achieving durable disease resistance in cereals provides an authoritative review
of key advances, from better understanding of pathogen biology/epidemiology
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and plant-pathogen interactions, to identifying sources of resistance and
advances in techniques for breeding new varieties. This collection offers a
comprehensive review of research on achieving durable resistance to diseases
such as Fusarium head blight, Septoria tritici blotch, Septoria nodorum blotch, tan
spot, blast, BYDV and Ramularia.

Edited by Professor Richard Oliver, Curtin University, Australia, Achieving durable
disease resistance in cereals will be an excellent reference for researchers in
cereal science, arable farmers, government and private sector agencies
supporting cereal production and companies supplying the cereals sector (e.g.
seed companies). It complements Integrated disease management of wheat and
barley, also edited by Professor Oliver, published by Burleigh Dodds Science in
2018.
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