Counterinsurgency And Future War —
Transforming Warfare

In an ever-evolving world, warfare has experienced significant transformations

over time. One such transformation revolves around counterinsurgency tactics
employed against non-state actors. This article delves into the concept of

counterinsurgency and its role in shaping future wars.

Understanding Counterinsurgency

Counterinsurgency refers to a set of tactics and strategies employed by the
military to combat insurgencies, which are often led by non-state actors or

guerrilla groups. Unlike conventional warfare, counterinsurgency focuses on
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winning the support of the local population and overwhelming the insurgents with

a comprehensive approach that extends beyond combat.
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The Importance of Counterinsurgency

Counterinsurgency plays a crucial role in modern warfare due to the rise of non-
state actors and the increasing complexity of conflicts. It has become evident that
conventional military operations are often insufficient when facing guerrilla
warfare. Effective counterinsurgency efforts are essential for stabilizing conflict-
ridden regions, preventing the spread of extremism, and winning the hearts and

minds of local populations.

Transforming Warfare
Counterinsurgency operations have transformed the nature of warfare in several

ways:

= Combating asymmetry: Counterinsurgency recognizes the asymmetric

nature of conflicts and adapts strategies accordingly. By understanding the
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capacities and limitations of non-state actors, military forces can effectively

counter their tactics.

= Emphasizing intelligence gathering: In counterinsurgency operations,
gathering accurate and real-time intelligence is crucial for identifying
insurgent networks, understanding their motivations, and disrupting their

operations.

= Building relationships with local populations: Unlike conventional
warfare, counterinsurgency places immense importance on establishing trust
and fostering relationships with the local population. Winning their support

and addressing their grievances is vital for the success of such operations.

= Training and capacity-building: Counterinsurgency efforts require
specialized training and capacity-building within military forces. This includes
cultural awareness, language proficiency, and understanding the

sociopolitical dynamics of the region.

= Adapting to new technologies: Future wars will undoubtedly involve the
utilization of advanced technologies. Counterinsurgency operations must
adapt and integrate these technologies, such as drones, cyber warfare, and

artificial intelligence, to gain a competitive edge against non-state actors.

= Collaborative approach: Counterinsurgency often demands a collaborative
approach involving various stakeholders, including military forces,
government agencies, humanitarian organizations, and local communities.
Such collaborations enhance information sharing, resource allocation, and

overall success.

Challenges and Future Considerations

While counterinsurgency operations have proven effective in many instances,

they also face significant challenges:



= Complexity of asymmetrical conflicts: Non-state actors continually adapt
their tactics and exploit vulnerabilities, making counterinsurgency a complex

endeavor.

= Ethical considerations: Balancing military operations with ethical
considerations, especially in densely populated areas, is a constant dilemma

for counterinsurgency forces.

= Strategic patience: Counterinsurgency requires a long-term commitment
and strategic patience to achieve sustainable outcomes, which can test the

political will of nations involved in such conflicts.

= Technological advancements: As the pace of technological advancements
accelerates, keeping up with developments and integrating them effectively

becomes a challenge.

Despite these challenges, counterinsurgency will likely remain a crucial
component of future warfare. As conflicts continue to evolve, militaries worldwide
must continuously adapt and utilize strategies that prioritize the well-being of local

populations while effectively countering non-state actors.

Counterinsurgency represents a paradigm shift in modern warfare. By adapting to
the asymmetrical nature of conflicts and emphasizing factors beyond traditional
combat, counterinsurgency efforts have the potential to transform warfare and
achieve sustainable peace in conflict-ridden regions. As we move forward, the
military and policymakers must prioritize counterinsurgency strategies, invest in
training and technological advancements, and maintain a collaborative approach

to tackle future wars effectively.
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This book is a unique combination of intellectual history, personal memoir, and
military theory. When Conrad Crane retired from twenty six years of active duty to
become a research professor at the Army War College, he never expected to
become a modern Cassandra, fated to tell truth to power without being heeded.
As he watched the world change after the terrorist attacks of 9/11, he warned the
Army that it was not prepared for “Phase IV” stability operations,
counterinsurgency, and eventually the reconstruction of Iraq. Eventually his work
attracted the attention of Lieutenant General David Petraeus, who along with his
Marine counterpart James Mattis, was launching a broad program to make the
American military a learning organization better prepared for modern war. Crane
soon found himself in charge of a team of Soldiers, Marines, and civilian
academics with the mission to create the very counterinsurgency doctrine he had
pleaded for. For the next year he wrestled with conflicting ideas, complex
personalities, and bureaucratic inertia to create the groundbreaking Field Manual
3-24/ Marine Corps Warfighting Publication 3-33.5 Counterinsurgency. The
process was long and tortuous, and much more complicated than the way it has
been characterized so far in other narratives. The end result was a unique blend
of traditional and modern theory, tempered by hard lessons from Iraq and

Afghanistan. Its principles and paradoxes of counterinsurgency, focus on
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legitimacy, and concepts of operational campaign design have had immense
influence on US and NATO doctrine. The new doctrine was not perfect, and had
been rushed through production in record time, but the guidance it provided
would be an essential element in the Surge in Iraq that secured breathing space
for the nascent Iraqgi government to solve its political differences. Crane found
that out when General Petraeus asked him to come observe the Surge himself in
late 2007. Traveling all around that embattled nation, Crane watched the greatest
counterinsurgency force the world had ever seen adapting to the exigencies of
modern counterinsurgency is a very complex environment. He describes in great
detail the hard work of dedicated Soldiers, Marines, and civilians that were
creating a mosaic peace out of a mosaic war, in places as disparate as Baghdad,
Anbar Province, and the detention facilities at Bucca. There were still problem
areas, such as in the British zone and Diyala Province, but the conflict was
definitely trending in the right direction. Crane closes his book with an account of
what went wrong in Iraqg, as the mosaic peace unraveled with the
Americandeparture, and also how the new counterinsurgency doctrine was never
properly resourced or applied in Afghanistan. His final chapter covers the lessons
be believes should be gleaned from the past decade and a half of global war.
There have been many critics of the new doctrine, and Crane recounts their
arguments and concedes that promises of counterinsurgency were oversold. But
much of what has been labeled as counterinsurgency is really just modern
warfare, and while the United States is understandably reluctant to engage in
further irregular conflicts and nation building, they remain a growth industry in the
rest of the world. The United States government, military and civilian agencies,
must be prepared to do better next time. And Cassandra says, there will be a next

time.
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