
Comeback: The Fall and Rise of Geelong
Geelong, a city located on the beautiful coast of Victoria, Australia, has witnessed
an extraordinary journey of transformation, resilience, and ultimate resurgence.
It's a story that captivates the hearts of not only the locals but also sports
enthusiasts around the globe.
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The Fall: Geelong's Darkest Days

Geelong, once a thriving industrial hub, faced immense challenges during the late
20th century. With the decline of manufacturing industries and factories closing
down, the city grappled with a stagnant economy, rising unemployment rates, and
a sense of abandonment. It was a time of uncertainty and despair for the people
of Geelong, who were left questioning their future.
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But amidst the darkness, the city's spirit remained resilient. Geelong's longing for
a revival sparked a journey that would change its fate forever.

The Rise: A Sporting Renaissance

Geelong's undying love for Australian Rules Football (AFL) became the catalyst
for its revival. The Geelong Football Club, also known as the Cats, emerged as a
symbol of hope and determination during the city's darkest days.

The year 2007 marked the beginning of Geelong's triumphant comeback. Led by
their inspirational captain, Cameron Ling, the Cats went on an incredible winning
streak that resulted in their first AFL Premiership in 44 years. The entire city
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erupted in joy and pride, as the Cats not only brought home the coveted trophy
but also brought hope back to the hearts of Geelong's residents.

Geelong's remarkable success continued over the coming years, defying all odds
and expectations. Stringing together multiple premiership victories, the Cats
became a dominant force in the AFL, captivating the nation with their exceptional
skills, teamwork, and unwavering determination.
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A Catalyst for Change

The Geelong Football Club's success ignited a spark within the city, leading to an
era of revitalization and transformation. Geelong's story evolved from being a city
on the decline to a city on the rise.

The economic landscape underwent a significant shift as Geelong shifted its
focus from manufacturing to advanced technology and knowledge-based
industries. Investments poured in, creating new job opportunities and reigniting
hope for a brighter future. The once deserted waterfront was revitalized,
becoming a vibrant hub for entertainment, tourism, and community activities.

Geelong's resurgence didn't stop there. The city's commitment to sustainability
and green initiatives gained recognition, leading to multiple awards and
accolades. As a result, Geelong became a leading example of urban
environmental restoration and innovation.

An Evolving Identity

Geelong's fall and rise not only transformed the physical landscape of the city but
also shaped its identity. The resilience and determination exhibited by the
Geelong community during the darkest days became synonymous with the city's
spirit.

People from all walks of life have been inspired by Geelong's comeback story. Its
tale of overcoming adversity, embracing change, and rebuilding against all odds
resonates with those experiencing personal challenges. Geelong has become a
symbol of hope, reminding us that no matter how dire the circumstances may
seem, we have the power to rise again.

Celebrating Success



Geelong's journey serves as a reminder that greatness can emerge from the
most unexpected places. Every triumph, no matter how small, deserves to be
celebrated. It's a testament to the power of resilience, determination, and the
unwavering spirit of a community.

Geelong, once a city on the brink of despair, has emerged stronger, rejuvenated,
and filled with hope. Its fall and rise have become a shining example of what can
be achieved when a community comes together and refuses to give up.

The Legacy Continues

As Geelong continues to evolve and grow, the journey of its fall and rise remains
embedded in its DNA. The city stands as a testament to the potential for
transformation and a reminder that setbacks are not permanent. Geelong's story
inspires us to embrace change, believe in ourselves, and work tirelessly towards
the betterment of our communities.

Geelong's remarkable journey has taught us that there is beauty even in the
darkest moments and that a comeback is always possible. It serves as a beacon
of hope, illuminating the path for other cities, communities, and individuals facing
adversity.
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As a boy, James Button fell in love with the Geelong Football Club. It was a family
affair. But as the years wore on and the defeats and disappointments mounted, it
became clear to him: his team would never win a flag. This book tells the story of
his glorious mistake. Writing as a reporter, not primarily as a fan, James
interviews hundreds of people to tell the story of how one organisation changed
its culture, on and off the field. He relates not only the fortunes of the team over
fifty years but of the town with which it is so closely entwined. And he tries to
explain why so many of us, whoever we barrack for, are gripped by an
unreasonable passion for football.
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