
Class and Conflict 1850-1894: The Working
Class in American History
From 1850 to 1894, the working class in America played a pivotal role in shaping
the nation's history. This period witnessed numerous conflicts, both within the
working class itself and with the capitalist elites, leading to the formulation of new
ideas and the emergence of collective actions that ultimately paved the way for
significant social and political changes.

Rise of Industrialization

The mid-19th century in America marked a remarkable transformation as the
nation rapidly shifted from an agricultural-based economy to an industrialized
one. This shift brought about significant changes for the working class, as
traditional agrarian jobs were replaced with factory work and wage labor.

Industrialization brought both opportunities and challenges for the working class.
On one hand, it offered employment and income, promising a better standard of
living. On the other hand, working conditions were often deplorable, with long
hours, low wages, and hazardous environments.
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The Labor Movement Takes Shape

Amidst these challenges, workers began organizing themselves to advocate for
better working conditions, fair wages, and improved rights. The formation of labor
unions became a crucial aspect of the working class movement during this
period.

As workers united and demanded their rights, the clashes between the working
class and the capitalist elites intensified. Strikes and labor unrest became
common occurrences, with workers refusing to accept exploitation and fighting for
their rights. The Haymarket Riot of 1886, where workers' protest turned violent,
and the Homestead Strike of 1892 are notable examples of such conflicts.

Emergence of Socialism and Marxism

The harsh realities faced by the working class during this time led to the rise of
socialist and Marxist ideologies as alternatives to the capitalist system.
Intellectuals and activists like Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels played a significant
role in influencing American workers and shaping their political consciousness.

As workers read and discussed these new ideas, they saw the potential for a
more equitable society based on cooperation rather than individual profit.
Socialist and labor parties began to form across the country and gained
considerable support from the working class.

The Knights of Labor and the American Federation of Labor

Two prominent organizations that emerged during this period were the Knights of
Labor and the American Federation of Labor (AFL). The Knights of Labor aimed

FREE

https://e-book-librarys.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvVVNUbDhTajk4eU5BOXdqV2pqYXBMelBvc0lJeW9XMlQzQTNKaXZRU21aa2Q0V2Vlb05wTkVCK0FJdExXa2JSR3Bxc3pocUlPaWtyeGs3MUF3ejFzTkdUdWdTZ1VvSWxKN3lWZUI4cjNscFZ3cGpKcVhWWWMrRHVVZUFTSmpoZlJ2VWIyK25mS2JxamQ2TytDZHdzeWNYUXdWTjdRSGk2ajRuSXBpUGRCMmZGeUdyRlVwVU4zNTBPcEFEZGVvN0JxN2EraitVb05ITTBnYkVUbzRiUXhGbzk4eWFDNlNhZ3lZaTc5TnJLM2kxcWVnNDFDMk95RzBjUHpXR005MEhpIiwiaXYiOiJiOWM2YTU5Y2FiMDk4NWE2YTFjZDEwOGRiMjRlZmM5YiIsInMiOiI2NTE2Y2M3ODg5MjFiZTExIn0%3D


to unite all workers across industries and fought for the eight-hour workday, equal
pay for equal work, and the abolition of child labor. Although the Knights of Labor
faced some setbacks, they significantly contributed to raising awareness about
workers' rights.

The AFL, founded in 1886, aimed to unite skilled workers into powerful unions.
Led by Samuel Gompers, this organization focused on collective bargaining and
direct action to improve the conditions for skilled workers. The AFL enjoyed
considerable success, and its influence grew rapidly, making it a significant force
in the growth of the labor movement during this era.

The Pullman Strike and the Populist Movement

The Pullman Strike of 1894, led by the American Railway Union (ARU) and its
charismatic leader Eugene V. Debs, was a watershed event during this period.
The strike involved over 250,000 workers across 27 states and severely disrupted
railway traffic. However, the federal government intervened, siding with the
capitalist elites and suppressing the strike.

The Pullman Strike and its aftermath highlighted the immense power imbalance
between the working class and the capitalist class. This led to growing support for
the Populist Movement, which sought to address the grievances of farmers,
workers, and other disenfranchised groups through political reforms.

The period from 1850 to 1894 witnessed significant class conflicts that shaped
the working class in American history. The rise of industrialization and the
subsequent exploitation of workers led to the formation of labor unions and
collective actions aimed at obtaining fair wages and improved rights.

As workers fought for their rights, socialist and Marxist ideologies gained
popularity, offering alternative systems of cooperation and equity. Organizations



like the Knights of Labor and the AFL played vital roles in advocating for better
working conditions and promoting workers' rights.

The Pullman Strike and the subsequent rise of the Populist Movement
demonstrated the need for structural changes to address the power imbalance
between the working class and the capitalist elites.

Overall, this period stands as a testament to the resilience and determination of
the working class in American history, paving the way for future labor movements
and social progress.
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In this book, Sam Mitrani cogently examines the making of the police department
in Chicago, which by the late 1800s had grown into the most violent, turbulent city
in America. Chicago was roiling with political and economic conflict, much of it
rooted in class tensions, and the city's lawmakers and business elite fostered the
growth of a professional municipal police force to protect capitalism, its assets,
and their own positions in society. Together with city policymakers, the business
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elite united behind an ideology of order that would simultaneously justify the
police force's existence and dictate its functions.
 
Tracing the Chicago police department's growth through events such as the 1855
Lager Beer riot, the Civil War, the May Day strikes, the 1877 railroad workers
strike and riot, and the Haymarket violence in 1886, Mitrani demonstrates that
this ideology of order both succeeded and failed in its aims. Recasting late
nineteenth-century Chicago in terms of the struggle over order, this insightful
history uncovers the modern police department's role in reconciling democracy
with industrial capitalism.

Unmasking the Enigma: A Colliding World of
Bartleby and Benito Cereno in Dover Thrift
Editions
When it comes to classic literary works, Dover Thrift Editions has
established itself as a reliable source for readers across the world. Two of
its acclaimed publications,...

Critical Digital Pedagogy Collection:
Revolutionizing Education in the Digital Age
In today's rapidly evolving digital landscape, education has been greatly
impacted by the emergence of new technologies and pedagogical
approaches. Critical Digital...

https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Unmasking%20the%20Enigma%20A%20Colliding%20World%20of%20Bartleby%20and%20Benito%20Cereno%20in%20Dover%20Thrift%20Editions.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Unmasking%20the%20Enigma%20A%20Colliding%20World%20of%20Bartleby%20and%20Benito%20Cereno%20in%20Dover%20Thrift%20Editions.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Critical%20Digital%20Pedagogy%20Collection%20Revolutionizing%20Education%20in%20the%20Digital%20Age.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Critical%20Digital%20Pedagogy%20Collection%20Revolutionizing%20Education%20in%20the%20Digital%20Age.pdf


The Diary Of Cruise Ship Speaker: An
Unforgettable Adventure On The High Seas
Embark on an incredible journey filled with captivating stories, awe-
inspiring destinations, and unforgettable adventures. Welcome to the
diary of a cruise ship...

Best Rail Trails Illinois: Discover the Perfect
Trails for Outdoor Adventures
If you're an outdoor enthusiast looking for a thrilling adventure in Illinois,
look no further than the state's incredible rail trails. These former rail
lines, converted...

Child Exploitation: A Historical Overview And
Present Situation
Child exploitation is a grave issue that has plagued societies throughout
history. The abuse, mistreatment, and exploitation of children in various
forms...

The Untold Story Of The 1909 Expedition To
Find The Legendary Ark Of The
Deep within the realms of legends and mythology lies the mysterious Ark
of the Covenant. Legends say that it holds immense power and is said to
be a divine testament of an...

https://e-book-librarys.web.app/The%20Diary%20Of%20Cruise%20Ship%20Speaker%20An%20Unforgettable%20Adventure%20On%20The%20High%20Seas.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/The%20Diary%20Of%20Cruise%20Ship%20Speaker%20An%20Unforgettable%20Adventure%20On%20The%20High%20Seas.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Best%20Rail%20Trails%20Illinois%20Discover%20the%20Perfect%20Trails%20for%20Outdoor%20Adventures.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Best%20Rail%20Trails%20Illinois%20Discover%20the%20Perfect%20Trails%20for%20Outdoor%20Adventures.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Child%20Exploitation%20A%20Historical%20Overview%20And%20Present%20Situation.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Child%20Exploitation%20A%20Historical%20Overview%20And%20Present%20Situation.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/The%20Untold%20Story%20Of%20The%201909%20Expedition%20To%20Find%20The%20Legendary%20Ark%20Of%20The.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/The%20Untold%20Story%20Of%20The%201909%20Expedition%20To%20Find%20The%20Legendary%20Ark%20Of%20The.pdf


Through The Looking Glass - A Wonderland
Adventure
Lewis Carroll, the pen name of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, took us on an
unforgettable journey down the rabbit hole with his iconic novel...

Advances In Food Producing Systems For Arid
And Semiarid Lands
In the face of global warming and the increasing scarcity of water
resources, food production in arid and semiarid lands has become a
significant challenge. However, numerous...

https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Through%20The%20Looking%20Glass%20-%20A%20Wonderland%20Adventure.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Through%20The%20Looking%20Glass%20-%20A%20Wonderland%20Adventure.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Advances%20In%20Food%20Producing%20Systems%20For%20Arid%20And%20Semiarid%20Lands.pdf
https://e-book-librarys.web.app/Advances%20In%20Food%20Producing%20Systems%20For%20Arid%20And%20Semiarid%20Lands.pdf

