Canal Boat Steering: How To Move Your Boat

Do you dream of navigating through tranquil waterways, surrounded by
picturesque landscapes on a canal boat? Canal boating offers a unique and
relaxing way to explore and enjoy the beauty of nature. However, before
embarking on your journey, it's essential to master the art of steering a canal boat
effectively. In this comprehensive guide, we will walk you through the steps of

moving your boat with precision and ease.

Understanding Your Canal Boat

Before we dive into the specifics of steering a canal boat, it's crucial to familiarize
yourself with the various parts of the vessel. Canal boats typically have a steering
wheel, throttle control, engine, rudder, and propeller. Understanding how these

components work together will significantly contribute to your ability to maneuver

in tight spaces and navigate through different water conditions.

Mastering the Steering Wheel

The steering wheel is your primary tool for controlling the direction of your canal
boat. Similar to a car's steering system, turning the wheel to the right will cause
the boat to veer to the right, and turning it to the left will make it go left. It's

important to remember that canal boats have a less direct response to steering
inputs compared to cars. Therefore, you should anticipate your maneuvers and

allow for some time for the boat to respond.
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Using the Throttle Control Correctly

The throttle control regulates the speed of your canal boat. It's crucial to
understand how to operate the throttle as it directly impacts your boat's
movement. Gradually increase the throttle to accelerate and decrease it to slow
down or stop. Additionally, reversing the throttle will enable you to move
backward if needed. Practice controlling the throttle to achieve smooth speed

adjustments and maintain full control over your boat.

Steering Techniques for Maneuvering

When it comes to navigating tight spaces or making sharp turns, it's essential to
employ correct steering techniques. One widely used technique among
experienced canal boaters is known as "walking the boat." To execute this
maneuver, alternate between forward and reverse gears while gently steering the
boat in the desired direction. This technique helps you pivot the boat on the spot
and make precise turns, especially when encountering narrow passages or

turning around in tight spaces.

Understanding the Role of the Rudder
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The rudder plays a crucial role in steering your canal boat. It is typically located at
the rear of the vessel, below the waterline. By moving the rudder left or right, you
can control the boat's direction more effectively. Remember that it takes time for
the boat to respond to rudder adjustments, so be patient and make gradual

movements for better control.

Navigating Water Conditions

Canal boats can encounter various water conditions during their journeys.
Understanding how to navigate through them safely is vital. When cruising in
open waters, you will have more room to steer and adjust your course. However,
when entering narrow canals or encountering strong currents, it's essential to
plan your movements ahead of time and use the appropriate steering techniques

to maintain stability and control.

Final Tips for Successful Canal Boat Steering
Here are some additional tips to enhance your canal boat steering experience:
= Always remain aware of your surroundings and be cautious of other boaters,
obstructions, and wildlife.
» Practice in a controlled environment before venturing into busier waterways.

» Communicate your intentions with your crew members to ensure coordinated

steering efforts.

» Consider the wind's effect on your boat's maneuverability and make

adjustments accordingly.

» Regularly maintain your canal boat's steering system to ensure optimal

performance.



Steering a canal boat requires patience, practice, and understanding of your
vessel's dynamics. By mastering the steering wheel, throttle control, and steering
techniques, you'll be able to move your boat with confidence and precision.
Remember to always prioritize safety and enjoy the unique experience of
exploring picturesque waterways and captivating landscapes on your canal boat
adventures.
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Have you have ever wanted to steer a canal boat or improve your technique?

If you have struggled to get started, especially when reversing or turning, in this

book you will, indeed, find out why you simply "haven't learntto do it - YET".

With nine pages of hints, tips and exercises on just the dreaded reverse, that,

alone, should make you curious.....

This pocket book is packed with detailed information on how to get started or to
improve your existing technique. It is the way that Janul delivers her real time

tuition and addresses techniques learned over many years of both leisure boating
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and commercial steering. The author goes the extra mile to drive home the

readers understanding of "why" many people struggle to get things right.

If you are a complete beginner, there is basic tuition in the form of "how to" and
exercises to get you started. You will find technical information and reasons why

sometimes, people do things differently.

For those who have steered for a while and who fancy polishing their skills, there

is plenty in there to help improve on those hard to grasp manoeuvres.

As owner and principal of Canal Experience Training, JANUL is an experienced
RYA Instructor for courses including the RYA Helmsman. Her qualifications also
include the MCA Boatmaster, used during many seasons of work on "Jason's
Trip", in Little Venice, London. After four decades of diverse boating, including
coalboats, tugs and other workboats, JANUL'S teaching has an edge of varied

technique.

She considers herself fortunate to have had such opportunities.
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