
Building Critical Reading Skills For Rising
High School Students College Test

Preparing for college tests can be a daunting task, especially for rising high
school students. With the increasing importance of critical reading skills in college
assessments, it becomes crucial for students to develop a strong foundation in
this area. In this article, we will explore effective strategies to help high school
students build their critical reading skills and excel in their college tests.

The Importance of Critical Reading Skills

Before delving into the strategies, it is essential to understand why critical reading
skills are crucial for college tests. In college, students are often required to read
and analyze complex texts from various disciplines. Without the ability to
comprehend and critically evaluate these texts, students may struggle to
understand the subject matter and perform well in their assessments.

Developing critical reading skills not only enhances a student's understanding but
also allows them to make connections, evaluate arguments, and think critically,
which are essential skills in college and beyond. These skills are not only relevant
to language arts but also to subjects like science, history, and social sciences,
where students encounter complex texts that require analysis and interpretation.
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Strategies for Building Critical Reading Skills

1. Active Reading: Encourage students to actively engage with the text while
reading. This involves highlighting key points and difficult phrases, taking notes,
and asking questions. Active reading helps students stay focused and better
understand the material.

2. Vocabulary Development: Encourage students to expand their vocabulary by
regularly reading challenging texts and looking up unfamiliar words. Strong
vocabulary skills enable students to comprehend and express themselves more
effectively.

3. Annotation: Teach students how to annotate texts by underlining important
points, writing comments in the margins, and summarizing each paragraph.
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Annotations help students track their thoughts and refer back to specific sections
when needed.

4. Practice Summary Writing: Assign regular reading passages and ask students
to write concise summaries. This exercise helps students identify the main idea,
supporting details, and key arguments within a text.

5. Analytical Thinking: Encourage students to think critically by asking them to
analyze arguments, identify biases, and determine the author's perspective. This
helps develop their ability to evaluate the reliability and credibility of information.

6. Reading Comprehension Strategies: Teach students various reading
comprehension strategies, such as previewing the text, making predictions, and
asking questions. These strategies increase engagement and improve overall
comprehension.

7. Practicing Timed Reading: Time constraints are often present in college tests.
To prepare students for this, provide timed reading exercises that simulate test
conditions. This helps students improve their reading speed and efficiency
without sacrificing comprehension.

8. Critical Discussion: Engage students in critical discussions about the texts they
have read. Encourage them to share their opinions, support their arguments with
evidence from the text, and listen actively to others' perspectives.

Building critical reading skills is an essential step for rising high school students
preparing for college tests. With the strategies mentioned above, students can



develop the necessary skills to comprehend complex texts, think critically, and
perform well in their assessments. By investing time and effort in building these
skills, students can significantly enhance their academic success in college and
beyond.
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It's never too soon to start preparing for the SAT and ACT. From the experts at
The Princeton Review, this book helps ambitious 7th, 8th, and 9th graders build
the critical reading skills they need to succeed on both tests and beyond!

Whether or not you like it, the truth is that scoring well on standardized tests is
undeniably important in today's academic environment. The SAT and ACT verbal
portions test important reading comprehension skills that many students are
unprepared for—or need extra help with.
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In this book, The Princeton Review brings you a focused, strategic approach to
improving crucial reading skills for both exams. Inside, you'll find:
 A Strategic Approach to Sharpening Your Skills
   • Zero in on specific wording to unlock hidden info
   • Pinpoint the primary purpose of reading passages
   • Analyze source texts, brainstorm, and compose your essays to best effect

Fun, Engaging Activities and Drills
   • Identify the "puzzle pieces" that make up words
   • Decpiher unfamiliar vocabulary with context clues
   • Tackle practice SAT and ACT essay prompts

This book has been specially formatted for on-screen viewing with cross-linked
questions, answers, and explanations.
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