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Morality and legislation are two fundamental aspects of society that shape human
behavior and govern our actions. Understanding the principles that govern morals
and legislation is crucial for maintaining a just and harmonious society. In this
article, we will delve into the intricate workings of morals and legislation, exploring
their foundations, significance, and the impact they have on our lives.

The Foundations of Morals

Morality, often referred to as ethics, encompasses the principles and values that
guide human behavior and help differentiate right from wrong. It is deeply rooted
in our conscience and influences our decision-making process. The foundations
of morals can vary across cultures, religions, and individuals, making it a complex
and subjective concept.

When examining the principles of morals, several philosophical theories provide
insights into the origins and justifications for ethical norms. Utilitarianism, for
instance, promotes the idea of maximizing overall happiness and minimizing
suffering as the basis for moral actions. On the other hand, deontological theories
argue that the morality of an action should be determined by the adherence to
certain moral rules or duties, irrespective of the consequences.
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It is important to recognize that moral principles can evolve and change over
time. As societies progress, their values and ethical standards can shift, leading
to debates and discussions on various moral dilemmas. This dynamic nature of
morals highlights the need for continuous reflection and ethical discourse within a
society.

The Significance of Legislation

Legislation, or the body of laws that govern a society, plays a crucial role in
maintaining order, justice, and protection of individual rights. It provides a
framework for resolving conflicts, establishing standards, and promoting societal
welfare. Effective legislation is necessary for creating a just and equitable society
where individuals can coexist peacefully.

Legislations can be classified into various categories, such as criminal law, civil
law, and administrative law, each serving different purposes and addressing
different aspects of societal functioning. They are created by lawmakers through
a democratic process and are subject to amendments and revisions as societal
needs change.
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Legislative frameworks are designed to ensure the fair treatment of all individuals,
regardless of their social status, gender, race, or religion. They provide a system
of checks and balances, allowing for accountability and protection of human
rights. However, laws are not infallible and can sometimes fail to accomplish their
intended goals, requiring revisions and improvements to achieve justice and
equality.

The Interplay Between Morals and Legislation

Morals and legislation are inherently intertwined, as one heavily influences the
other. While morality often forms the basis for laws, legislation also shapes and
regulates moral conduct within a society. This intricate relationship between
morals and legislation is essential for maintaining social order and achieving a
balance between individual freedom and collective well-being.

Laws are often created to codify ethical standards and prevent harmful behavior.
For instance, laws against theft and murder align with the moral principle that
human life should be respected, and property should not be unlawfully taken.
However, there can also be instances where laws and morals may clash, leading
to ethical dilemmas. Issues like euthanasia, abortion, or assisted suicide provoke
moral debates as they involve complex personal choices that challenge societal
norms.

The interplay between morals and legislation can spark tensions and
controversies within a society. Ethical principles are subjective and can vary
among individuals, while laws aim to establish a consensus and enforce a
common understanding of what is acceptable and punishable. Striking a balance
between personal morality and legal requirements is often a delicate process,
requiring careful consideration and open dialogue.
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Jeremy Bentham was an English jurist, philosopher, and legal and social
reformer. He became a leading theorist in Anglo-American philosophy of law, and
a political radical whose ideas influenced the development of welfarism. He is
best known for his advocacy of utilitarianism and animal rights, and the idea of
the panopticon.

His position included arguments in favour of individual and economic freedom,
usury, the separation of church and state, freedom of expression, equal rights for
women, the right to divorce, and the decriminalizing of homosexual acts. He also
argued for the abolition of slavery, physical punishment (including that of children)
and the death penalty. Although strongly in favour of the extension of individual
legal rights, he opposed the idea of natural law and natural rights, calling them
"nonsense upon stilts."

He became the most influential of the utilitarians, through his own work and that
of his students. These included his secretary and collaborator on the utilitarian
school of philosophy, James Mill; James Mill's son John Stuart Mill; John Austin,
legal philosopher; and several political leaders, including Robert Owen, a founder
of modern socialism. He is also considered the godfather of University College
London.

Bentham's ambition in life was to create a "Pannomion", a complete utilitarian
code of law. Bentham not only proposed many legal and social reforms, but also
expounded an underlying moral principle on which they should be based. This
utilitarianism philosophy argued that the right act or policy was that which would
cause "the greatest good for the greatest number of people", also known as "the
greatest happiness principle", or the principle of utility. He wrote in The Principles
of Morals and Legislation:
“ Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters,



pain and pleasure. It is for them alone to point out what we ought to do, as well as
to determine what we shall do. On the one hand the standard of right and wrong,
on the other the chain of causes and effects, are fastened to their throne. They
govern us in all we do, in all we say, in all we think.. ”

He also suggested a procedure for estimating the moral status of any action,
which he called the Hedonistic or felicific calculus. Utilitarianism was revised and
expanded by Bentham's student, John Stuart Mill. In Mill's hands, "Benthamism"
became a major element in the liberal conception of state policy objectives. ---
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