An Inca Account Of The Conquest Of Peru:
Unveiling the Untold Story of a Majestic
Empire's Fall

The Inca Empire, known for its grandeur, advanced architecture, and fascinating
culture, thrived in the South American region for over a century. However, its
demise came swiftly at the hands of Spanish conquistadors, led by the ambitious
Francisco Pizarro, during the early 16th century. While the history books often
depict this conquest from the perspective of the European invaders, there is a
lesser-known account — an Inca account of the conquest of Peru — which offers a

captivating insight into the untold story behind the fall of a majestic empire.

to the Inca Empire: A Civilization of Great Heights

The Inca Empire, also known as Tawantinsuyu, stretched across the Andes
Mountains, covering parts of present-day Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia, Chile,
and Argentina. Flourishing between the 13th and 16th centuries, it was a vast and

powerful civilization with a complex political and social structure.

Once confined to the region around Cusco, the Incas expanded their territory
through military conquests and peaceful annexations. They established an
efficient network of roads and bridges, known as the Inca Road System, which
allowed them to govern a vast empire and maintain communication across their

sprawling domains.
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The empire's thriving economy relied on advanced agricultural techniques,
particularly terrace farming, which enabled cultivation at high altitudes. They also
excelled in metallurgy, producing fine gold and silver artworks, as well as textiles

renowned for their intricate designs.

The Spanish Conquest: The Beginning of the End

In 1532, Francisco Pizarro and his Spanish conquistadors arrived in Peru with the
intent of seizing its riches for the Spanish Crown. Pizarro's forces were vastly
outnumbered by the Incas, but their superior technology, horses, and firearms

gave them a significant advantage.

Although the Incas were initially perceived as semi-divine by the Spanish, it soon
became clear that Pizarro's primary interest lay in plundering the empire's
precious treasures. In an audacious move, Pizarro captured and held the Inca
ruler Atahualpa hostage, demanding a massive ransom in gold and silver for his

release.

The Incas complied with Pizarro's demands and delivered untold amounts of

treasure, which the Spanish greedily seized. However, Pizarro reneged on his
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promise and executed Atahualpa, leaving the Inca Empire leaderless and in

disarray.

An Inca Account of the Conquest: The Secrets Hidden in Ancient
Texts

While the Inca Empire crumbled alongside its fallen ruler, the conquerors focused
on rewriting history from their biased perspective. For centuries, their version of
events dominated historical accounts. However, hidden within ancient texts lies
an Inca account of the conquest, shedding light on the emotions, strategies, and

resistance of those faced with the demise of their beloved empire.

One such document, the "Relacién de los Hechos de los Ingas," or Report on the
Incas, is attributed to Titu Cusi Yupanqui, the son of the last Inca ruler, Manco
Inca. Written decades after the fall of the empire, it narrates the turbulent events

leading up to its collapse and the growing Spanish influence.

Titu Cusi Yupanqui's account offers a refreshing perspective that challenges the
commonly accepted narrative. It portrays the Incas as resilient and strategic,
devising tactics to defend themselves against the Spanish invaders. It also
highlights the Incas' commitment to preserving their cultural heritage, displaying a

deep sense of pride in their traditions, religious practices, and societal structures.

Through the Inca lens, we witness the internal conflicts and power struggles that
ensued between rival factions within the empire, as well as the vigorous
resistance mounted against the Spanish occupation. This alternative narrative
unveils the complex reality of the conquest, where indigenous resistance was

vast and tenacious.

The Legacy of the Inca Empire: Echoes of Greatness



Despite the tragic end to the Inca Empire, their cultural heritage persevered in the
face of adversity. The Spanish conquistadors may have sought to erase their
history, but the Incas left an indelible mark on the region's traditions, language,

and architecture.

Today, visitors to Peru can witness the awe-inspiring remnants of Inca civilization.
From the architectural marvel of Machu Picchu, nestled among breathtaking
mountain peaks, to the intricate stone walls of the ancient Inca capital, Cusco, the

empire's influence is palpable.

Archaeologists continue to uncover new insights into the Inca Empire, deepening
our understanding of this remarkable civilization. By exploring the Inca account of
the conquest, we gain a fuller picture of their resilience, strength, and ingenuity,

revealing a narrative that challenges the simplistic conqueror-victim dichotomy.

An Inca Account of the Conquest: A Story Worth Knowing

The story of the conquest of Peru is not solely about European dominion and
indigenous subjugation. It is a multifaceted tale of political maneuvering, cultural
clashes, and determined resistance. By embracing the Inca account and delving
deeper into history, we can unlock a treasure trove of knowledge that offers a

richer, more nuanced perspective on our shared past.

The Inca Empire may have fallen, but its memory lives on in the hearts and minds
of those captivated by its grandeur and fascinated by its exceptional
achievements. By acknowledging the Inca perspective of the conquest, we honor
the enduring legacy of a remarkable empire and deepen our appreciation for the

complex tapestry of our collective history.
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Available in English for the first time, An Inca Account of the Conquest of Peru is
a firsthand account of the Spanish invasion, narrated in 1570 by Diego de Castro
Titu Cusi Yupanqui - the penultimate ruler of the Inca dynasty - to a Spanish
missionary and transcribed by a mestizo assistant. The resulting hybrid document
offers an Inca perspective on the Spanish conquest of Peru, filtered through the

monk and his scribe.

Titu Cusi tells of his father's maltreatment at the hands of the conquerors; his
father's ensuing military campaigns, withdrawal, and murder; and his own
succession as ruler. Although he continued to resist Spanish attempts at
"pacification," Titu Cusi entertained Spanish missionaries, converted to
Christianity, and then, most importantly, narrated his story of the conquest to
enlighten Emperor Phillip Il about the behavior of the emperor's subjects in Peru.
This vivid narrative illuminates the Incan view of the Spanish invaders and offers
an important account of indigenous resistance, accommodation, change, and

survival in the face of the European conquest.

Informed by literary, historical, and anthropological scholarship, Bauer's points out

the hybrid elements of Titu Cusi's account, revealing how it merges native
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Andean and Spanish rhetorical and cultural practices. Supported in part by the

Colorado Endowment for the Humanities.
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