
All Gall Is Divided - The Intriguing Tale of
Divisions

Divisions, disagreements, and disputes have always been an integral part of
human history. From the division of empires to the separation between nations,
it's undeniable that the concept of division has shaped our world in profound
ways. One particular phrase that has emerged from these divisions is "all gall is
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divided." In this article, we delve into the origins, meanings, and implications of
this intriguing phrase that continues to capture our attention.

The Origins of "All Gall Is Divided"

The phrase "all gall is divided" finds its roots in William Shakespeare's famous
play, "Henry IV." In Act 1, Scene 3, the character Hotspur delivers a monologue
where he refers to rebellion and division within the kingdom:
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“...Cry 'Havoc!' and let slip the dogs of war, that this foul deed shall
smell above the earth with carrion men, groaning for burial.”

Within this powerful speech, Hotspur references the division of gall, suggesting
that the rebellion will lead to the separation and conflict between individuals. Over
time, this phrase has evolved into its current form, becoming a symbol for the
disagreements and divisions that arise in various aspects of life.
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The Multiple Meanings of "All Gall Is Divided"

While the phrase has a rich historical context, its modern interpretations are
diverse and open to individual perspectives. Here are several possible meanings
associated with "all gall is divided":

1. Conflict within a group: When differences of opinions arise within a group,
division occurs. Whether it's in the workplace or among friends, divisions can
lead to tensions and disputes, ultimately affecting relationships and
productivity.

2. Political polarization: In the realm of politics, "all gall is divided" reflects the
deep divisions between different ideological groups. As societies become
increasingly polarized, discussions become less about finding common
ground and more about amplifying differences.

3. Social and cultural divides: The phrase also applies to societal clashes
and cultural differences. These divisions can arise from various factors such
as religion, ethnicity, or even hobbies and interests. They shape the
collective identity of communities and sometimes lead to conflict.

4. Personal conflicts: On an individual level, "all gall is divided" represents the
internal struggles and conflicts we face. It highlights the battle between our
different desires, beliefs, and moral compasses that often have opposing
viewpoints.

The Implications of "All Gall Is Divided"

The phrase carries significant implications for the human experience and the
society we live in:

1. Diversity of Thought: "All gall is divided" reminds us that diversity of thought
and opinion is essential for progress. It encourages individuals to engage in open



dialogue, embrace different perspectives, and find common ground despite
disagreements.

2. Necessity of Unity: The phrase also serves as a reminder that unity is vital in
the face of divisions. It pushes us to seek collaboration and compromise, as well
as respect and understanding for others, to bridge gaps and promote harmony.

3. Adversity as an Opportunity: Divisions can also be seen as opportunities for
growth and change. By acknowledging and addressing the divisions that exist, we
can push society forward and create a more inclusive and accepting world.

The phrase "all gall is divided" encapsulates the complexities of divisions in our
society. It reminds us that while disagreements and conflicts may arise, it is
through dialogue, unity, and embracing diversity that we can find common ground
and work towards a harmonious future. Let this phrase serve as a constant
reminder that despite our differences, we are capable of forging a better world.
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Now in paperback, an "antidote to a world gone mad for bedside affirmation"
(Washington Post). E. M. Cioran has been called the last worthy disciple of
Nietzsche and "a sort of final philosopher of the Western world" who "combines
the compassion of poetry and the audacity of cosmic clowning" (Washington
Post). All Gall Is Divided is the second book Cioran published in French after
moving from his native Romania and establishing himself in Paris. It revealed him
as an aphorist in a long tradition descending from the ancient Greeks through La
Rochefoucault but with a gift for lacerating, subversively off-kilter insights, a
twentieth-century nose for the absurdities of the human condition, and what
Baudelaire called "spleen." The aphorisms collected here address themes from
the atrophy of utterance and the condition of the West to the abyss, solitude,
time, religion, music, the vitality of love, history, and the void. The award-winning
poet and translator Richard Howard has characterized them as "manic humor,
howls of pain, and a vestige of tears," but, as he notes too, in these expressions
of the philosopher's existential estrangement, there glows "a certain sweetness
for all of what Cioran calls 'amertume.'"
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