
A Forgotten Masterpiece of Literature
Unveiled: An Ermine In Czernopol New York
Review Classics
In the vast world of literature, there are some hidden gems that remain largely
undiscovered, waiting to be explored by those eager to embark on intellectual
adventures. One such masterpiece is "An Ermine In Czernopol," published as
part of the New York Review Classics collection. Written by Gregor von Rezzori,
this remarkable novel takes readers on a breathtaking journey through history,
art, and the human experience.

With a captivating blend of historical fiction and autobiography, "An Ermine In
Czernopol" introduces us to a world that is both enchanting and deeply thought-
provoking. Set in the twilight years of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the story
follows the life of the narrator, a young boy growing up in Czernopol, a provincial
town in Galicia. Rezzori's vivid descriptions and impeccable writing style bring
this forgotten era to life, evoking a sense of nostalgia and introspection.

At the heart of the novel lies the narrator's complex relationship with his mother, a
woman who exudes elegance and mystery. As the story unfolds, we witness the
profound influence she has on the narrator's coming-of-age journey, shaping his
understanding of the world around him. Their interactions are masterfully
depicted, capturing the intricacies of family dynamics and the impact they can
have on an individual's development.
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Beyond its compelling narrative, "An Ermine In Czernopol" delves into the realm
of art, exploring its transformative power and its ability to connect people across
time and space. The novel introduces us to the world of Gustav Klimt, the
renowned Austrian symbolist painter, and offers a unique glimpse into the
creative process behind some of his most celebrated works. Rezzori's astute
observations and eloquent descriptions transport us to the heart of Czernopol's
vibrant artistic scene, where the boundaries between reality and fiction become
blurred.

One of the standout features of this New York Review Classics edition is the
inclusion of stunning illustrations throughout the book. These visual
representations of Klimt's paintings add an extra layer of depth to the reading
experience, allowing readers to fully immerse themselves in the story's visual and
emotional landscape. Each illustration is meticulously chosen, enhancing the
connection between the narrative and the art it celebrates.

The power of "An Ermine In Czernopol" lies not only in its captivating storyline but
also in its exploration of universal themes that resonate deeply with readers of all
backgrounds. Through Rezzori's eloquent prose, we confront questions of
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identity, love, loss, and the fleeting nature of time. As we follow the narrator's
journey, we are encouraged to reflect on our own lives, realizing that the human
experience, despite its nuances, is inherently interconnected.

As historical fiction and autobiography converge in this extraordinary novel,
readers are offered a unique opportunity to engage with a pivotal period in
European history. "An Ermine In Czernopol" sheds light on the final days of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, a world characterized by a fragile balance between
different cultures, languages, and political ideologies. Rezzori's intimate portrayal
of this era serves as a reminder of the impermanence of empires and the far-
reaching consequences they leave in their wake.

, "An Ermine In Czernopol" is a hidden treasure within the literary landscape,
deserving of wider recognition and appreciation. Its seamless blend of history, art,
and personal experience offers readers a profound and enriching journey through
time and culture. Whether you are a lover of historical fiction, an art enthusiast, or
simply in search of a beautifully written novel that challenges and inspires, this
New York Review Classics edition is a must-read. Prepare to lose yourself in the
enchanting world of Czernopol, where an ermine and its profound symbolism
await to captivate your imagination.
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An NYRB Classics Original

Set just after World War I, An Ermine in Czernopol centers on the tragicomic fate
of Tildy, an erstwhile officer in the army of the now-defunct Austro-Hungarian
Empire, determined to defend the virtue of his cheating sister-in-law at any cost.
Rezzori surrounds Tildy with a host of fantastic characters, engaging us in a
kaleidoscopic experience of a city where nothing is as it appears—a city of
discordant voices, of wild ugliness and heartbreaking disappointment, in which,
however, “laughter was everywhere, part of the air we breathed, a crackling
tension in the atmosphere, always ready to erupt in showers of sparks or
discharge itself in thunderous peals.”
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