
A Concise History of The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge Series: A Journey through
Intellect and Expertise

The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series is an extraordinary collection of
books that provides concise yet comprehensive insights into various disciplines.
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This article takes you on a captivating journey through the history of this
influential series, showcasing its significance and impact in the world of
knowledge and expertise.

A Revolutionary Concept

The birth of The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series in 2013 marked an
extraordinary moment in the publishing industry. It aimed to provide readers with
authoritative, up-to-date, and accessible information on a wide range of topics, all
within a concise format. This unique combination of brevity and depth opened up
a world of possibilities for both experts and the general public.
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Expanding Intellectual Horizons

The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series covers an extensive array of
subjects, from science and technology to humanities and social sciences. Each
book in the series is authored by an expert in the respective field, ensuring the
highest level of accuracy and reliability. Readers can embark on captivating
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journeys that explore artificial intelligence, climate change, linguistics, philosophy,
economics, and much more.

Democratizing Knowledge

One of the most remarkable aspects of The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
Series is its commitment to making knowledge accessible to a broad audience.
By presenting complex concepts in a concise and understandable manner, the
series breaks down barriers for readers from different backgrounds. Whether you
are an academic, a student, a professional, or simply a curious individual, these
books will engage and enlighten you.

Reception and Impact

Since its inception, The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series has garnered
significant attention and praise from both readers and academics. Its influence in
shaping public discourse and policy decisions cannot be understated. The series
has become a go-to resource for experts seeking to stay updated on the latest
developments in their respective fields, as well as for individuals eager to
broaden their knowledge.

The Journey Continues

As the series moves forward, The MIT Press Essential Knowledge remains
committed to making a profound impact on the way we understand and engage
with various disciplines. With new books continually being added to the collection,
there is always something captivating and informative awaiting readers.

The MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series is a testament to the power of
concise yet comprehensive writing. It has revolutionized the way we consume
and interact with knowledge, making complex subjects easily accessible to all.
Whether you are looking to expand your intellectual horizons or gain a deeper



understanding of a specific field, this series is a treasure trove waiting to be
explored.

So, embark on this enlightening journey through The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge Series and discover a world of intellect and expertise at your
fingertips!
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The development, manufacturing, and use of contraceptive methods from the late
nineteenth century to the present, viewed from the perspective of reproductive
justice.

The beginning of the modern contraceptive era began in 1882, when Dr. Aletta
Jacobs opened the first birth control clinic in Amsterdam. The founding of this
facility, and the clinical provision of contraception that it enabled, marked the
moment when physicians started to take the prevention of pregnancy seriously as
a medical concern. In this volume in the MIT Press Essential Knowledge series,
Donna Drucker traces the history of modern contraception, outlining the
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development, manufacturing, and use of contraceptive methods from the opening
of Dr. Jacobs's clinic to the present. Drucker approaches the subject from the
perspective of reproductive justice: the right to have a child, the right not to have
a child, and the right to parent children safely and healthily.

Drucker describes contraceptive methods available before the pill, including the
diaphragm (dispensed at the Jacobs clinic) and condom, spermicidal jellies, and
periodic abstinences. She looks at the development and dissemination of the pill
and its chemical descendants; describes technological developments in such
non-hormonal contraceptives as the cervical cap and timing methods (including
the “rhythm method” favored by the Roman Catholic church); and explains the
concept of reproductive justice. Finally, Drucker considers the future of
contraception—the adaptations of existing methods, new forms of distribution,
and ongoing efforts needed to support contraceptive access worldwide.
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