
10 Must Know Chinese Measure Words You
Won't Believe Exist

Have you ever come across a language with thousands of measure words? If you
thought that English's limited use of measure words like "piece" or "cup" was
interesting, then prepare to be blown away by Chinese measure words! These
unique linguistic tools are an essential part of mastering the Chinese language

https://e-book-librarys.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=%3D


and provide a fascinating insight into Chinese culture and the way objects are
classified.

1. Why Do Chinese Measure Words Matter?

Chinese measure words are indispensable for conveying exact quantities in
everyday conversations. They are placed between numbers and nouns to specify
the unit of measurement. However, what makes Chinese measure words truly
captivating is their incredible variety and sheer number. Unlike English, which has
a few simple measure words, Chinese offers a rich and intricate system of
measure words that cater to different shapes, objects, and features.
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2. A Journey into the World of Measure Words

Get ready to embark on a journey into the wondrous realm of Chinese measure
words! From animals to vehicles, people to buildings, Chinese measure words
have a specialized measure word for it all. Each measure word not only aids in
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quantifying the associated noun but also reflects the quintessential Chinese way
of observing the interconnectedness of the world. The context and subtlety
behind these measure words are what make them so mesmerizing.

3. Unveiling the Mysteries – 10 Must-Know Chinese Measure Words

1. Càng (越): This fascinating measure word is used to express "the more…the
more…" and highlights the correlation or dependence between two things.

2. Gè (个): As one of the most commonly used measure words in Chinese, gè
is equivalent to the English word "one." However, its versatility exceeds that
of its English counterpart. Gè can be used for people, objects, or abstract
nouns.

3. Zhī (只): Primarily used for small and medium-sized animals, zhī is the go-to
measure word for creatures like cats, dogs, birds, and insects.

4. Tou (头): This measure word is exclusively reserved for the animal kingdom,
more specifically for livestock and large animals like cattle, horses, and
elephants.

5. Piàn (片): Typically employed to measure thin, flat objects, piàn is commonly
used for various things such as sheets of paper, leaves, screens, and even
movies and songs.

6. Líng (领): As a measure word for clothing, líng is particularly interesting. It
reflects the importance of clothing in Chinese culture and emphasizes the
relationship between clothes and the person wearing them.
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4. Enhancing Your Chinese Language Skills

By familiarizing yourself with these ten must-know Chinese measure words, you
will not only expand your vocabulary but also gain a deeper understanding of
Chinese culture and its unique way of categorizing the world. Incorporating these
measure words into your everyday conversations will help you communicate
more effectively and naturally, impressing native Chinese speakers and taking
your language skills to the next level.

5.

So, are you ready to explore the incredible world of Chinese measure words?
Once you dive into this linguistic treasure trove, you'll be amazed at how such
small words can have such a big impact on your language learning journey. Take
the plunge, embrace their beauty, and embark on a lifelong adventure discovering
the fascinating intricacies of Chinese measure words!
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Measure words are very important part of Mandarin Chinese language. The
language comes with over 100 unique quantifiers. In this book, I have explained
the 50 must-know and commonly used Chinese measure words. Each of the
quantifiers are explained with Chinese characters, pinyin, and English meanings.
Further, there are five example sentences (phrases) to explain the numerous
meanings of the corresponding classifier. All the phrases are explained with
pinyin and English. Also, for the complicated phrases, the book provides you
additional explanations (in the brackets).

Kindle Edition:
www.amazon.com/dp/B08N49QRK5
Paperback Edition:
www.amazon.com/dp/B08N3PJHNY

Free online Mandarin Chinese lessons (Ming Mandarin):
www.MingMandarin.com

-Jia Ming
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